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Dear International Student,
Congratulations on your acceptance to
AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS!

We are delighted that you have chosen to study with
us, and we look forward to welcoming you soon! This
guide was created by the International Desk Team to
help you to prepare for your studies in France. You will
find practical information about the Campus and life
in Paris.

WELCOME !

AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS is an enriching
environment where students benefit from academic
programmes, internationalization, and close relations
with the business world. AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS
is made up of 7 campus that award high-quality,
accredited degrees. Our campus include: AKALIS
Health, AKALIS Animal, AKALIS Business, AKALIS
Legal, AKALIS IT et AKALIS Services.
AKALIS
–
COLLEGE
DE
PARIS
encourages
interdisciplinary collaboration between campuses and
is based around values of multiculturalism, innovation,
and good sportsmanship. The principles we uphold
are seen in our curriculum as well as in our conditions
of admission. With more than 900 students working to
achieve success in their studies and personal and
professional lives, we continually strive for academic
excellence.
We greatly value our international students and their
contribution to the educational, cultural, and social
environment of the campus and we know that your
presence will help us to grow and improve. Living in
France and immersing with French students will allow
you to discover French language and culture and
these experiences will make you a genuine AKALIS –
COLLEGE DE PARIS student!
The International Desk
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IMPORTANT
INFORMATION
ON COVID -19
Where to find official information
The information relative to the coronavirus situation in France can change often.
The best sources to find information are the French government websites and
the World Health Organization for more general information. Most of the French
government websites related to the coronavirus are in French so we advise you
to translate the page with your browser, by using google translate or to ask a
French-speaking person to help you in understanding the content.
•

•

French government websites:
•

www.gouvernement.fr/en/coronavirus covid-19 (in English)

•

www.gouvernement.fr/info-coronavirus (in French)

World Health Organization: www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus

Quarantine when arriving in France
Students arriving from non-EU countries: upon entry in France, you should
receive information at the airport on the conditions of voluntary quarantine.
Students arriving from EU countries: no quarantine is requested if you don’t
present any symptoms, except if you arrive from a country where quarantine is
requested for travelers from the EU (by reciprocity).
The information on the self-quarantine regulations is regularly updated. Please
remember to check the government and embassy’s official websites to make
sure you are up to date with potential instructions for your arrival in France.
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IMPORTANT
INFORMATION
ON COVID -19
How to practice good health measures (“gestes barriers” in French)
Wash your hands with soap or hand
sanitizer regularly, especially before and
after touching things such as door handles,
elevator buttons, etc.
•

• Do not shake hands or embrace one
another
• Cough or sneeze in your sleeve or a tissue
• Use single-use tissues and throw them
away immediately after use
• Make sure to always stay at least 1 meter
away from other individuals
• Wear a protection mask in public spaces,
especially in shops, restaurants, and
transportation
• If you feel any symptoms of Covid-19,
make sure to self-isolate and contact a
doctor. If you have difficulty to breathe or
extreme symptoms, please call the
emergency number: 15

You can find protection masks in
pharmacies and in supermarkets such as
Auchan, Carrefour, Leclerc, Cora, Aldi, Lidl,
etc. The basic price of one fabric reusable
mask is around 2€ to 3€ and the price of a
single-use mask will be less than 1€. These
prices are subject to very little change,
since the prices are regulated by
governmental measures to make sure
everybody can access them.
You can also find hand sanitizer in
pharmacies and supermarkets, and their
prices are also regulated to ensure easy
access: a 50ml tube costs less than 2€, a
100ml tube costs less than 5€ and it costs a
little bit more than 13€ to purchase a tube
larger than 300ml. It is important to be
aware of these regulations as you can find
similar products at much higher prices and
which may not necessarily respect
governmental regulations.

The Pole’s social distancing measures
The AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS campus has been adapted to meet the official social
distancing measures put in place by the French government.
Here are some of the security measures implemented:
. Traffic directions to enter and exit the campus
. Traffic directions on the elevators (some elevators are dedicated for going up, and others for
going down) and maximum number of people allowed in.
The Pole’s social distancing measures are subject to change in the upcoming weeks and
months. We will keep you updated on all these changes as soon as they are put in place.
Please remember to check your emails and the school’s internal Teams platform to avoid
missing any important information.
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Services for International Students

Our partnership with COLLEGE DE PARIS
is:
International mobility: The European and international mobility
policy corresponds to one of the three founding values of the
Collège de Paris: international openness.

International education: Into two concrete commitments on the
part of each of the higher education institutions that are members
of the Collège de Paris:
• To welcome international students in all their programs
• To encourage the mobility of students
• All Collège de Paris schools are committed to the Erasmus+
charter to promote European mobility.
• All courses offered in our schools are listed in a course catalog
which specifies the level, the number of hours and the number of
credits associated with each course as well as the teaching
language.
Promote student mobility: Collège de Paris is committed to the
European and international mobility of its students. This mobility
can take several forms
• Hosting in a Collège de Paris partner institution
• Mobility to a university specifically identified to meet a particular
training need
• Mobility to a language institution belonging to the IALC network
to meet language training needs
• Internship abroad
• Study trips / Learning expedition
• Semesters of study abroad semesters are validated as an integral
part of the curriculum based on the training program provided by
the host university and, where applicable, the credits awarded by
that university.
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International COLLEGE DE PARIS footprint:
Europa

Asia

Africa

America
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AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS Desk for International
Students
The International Student Desk provides specialist support to international
students at AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS Campus. If you have any questions
about the information provided in this guide or you have a query related to
coming to live and study in the France that has not been included, email
international.desk@akalis.fr.
This office also provides a visa advice service and has responsibility for ensuring
institutional student immigration compliance.

Contact information
Michel BOKOBZA | Head of International Relations | +33 1 55 62 21 21
to request an appointment, email to : mbokobza@collegedeparis.fr

For all relevant question on:
•

Incoming Exchange Student

•

International Admissions

•

IT Department

Please email to:
International.desk@akalis.fr
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PREPARING YOUR ARRIVAL
Visa and Immigration
Here is the official website of Campus France where you will find all information
you need to prepare your stay in France, for your visa application, the validation of
your Visa by the French office of immigration and integration (OFII), and the
student residency permit.
www.campusfrance.org/en/student-long-stay-visa
You are a national of a country of the European Union:
(Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Denmark, Spain, Estonia, Finland, Germany,
France, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta,
Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Czech Republic, Romania, United Kingdom,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden) or Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland,
Monaco or Andorra: You do not have to apply for a residence permit, to carry out
your studies in France. Your valid identity card or passport is sufficient.

International Desk

The International Desk is dedicated to making your arrival as smooth as possible,
We are at your disposal for any questions you may have regarding your arrival in
France whether you are an exchange student or joining one of our international
programs full time.
We are available to assist you from the moment you are admitted until the end of
your studies with us. The International Desk provides assistance with procedures
such as:
. Finding accommodation
. Visa validation and renewal
. Campus integration
. And administrative procedures such as
. Opening a bank account
. Getting a phone subscription
. Getting a public transport card
. Applying for social security and housing aid
We organize a welcome week at the start of the school year to help you get to
know the campus, your peers and the staff before the program starts.
During the welcome week, you will be invited to some administrative workshops
as well as some fun activities organized by the International Desk in order to make
your arrival as memorable as possible!
We are here for you for any questions and concerns so please feel free to contact
us anytime: international.desk@akalis.fr
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AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS

Our history

Historically based in Neuilly-sur-Seine,
AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS, was created in 2013.

Since its creation, AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS has
continued to demonstrate the relevance of its
approach within the local economic ecosystem. We
are therefore talking about 9 years of networking,
authentic relationships with partners in the region,
large and medium-sized local companies.

OUR HISTORY

The Campus includes 7 dedicated schools.
AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS based in Neuilly-surseine is located near in the largest business district in
Europe - La Défense. La Défense is home to many
French and international headquarters as well as a
shopping mall, cinemas, a variety of restaurants, post
office, and much more.
Since 2019, the school has been part of the network
of 20 higher education schools of the Collège de
Paris.
This alliance with the Collège de Paris allows
Akalisiens learners to build bridges with other
training courses offered by one of the 20 schools of
the Collège de Paris network.

ADDRESS
AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS
171, Avenue Charles de Gaulle
92200 Neuilly-sur-Seine – France
+33 1 55 62 21 21
Metro Line 1 : Pont de Neuilly
OPEN HOURS
Monday-Friday 7:30 am - 7:00 pm
Close on Saturday & Sunday
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MAP OF THE CAMPUS

7 Floor

Rooftop | LA TERRASSE

6 Floor

General Management
International Student Desk
Communication Team
Accounting Team
1 classroom

5 Floor

Training advisers Team
2 classrooms

4 Floor

Pedagogy teams
3 classrooms
Students Photocopier machine

3 Floor

3 classrooms
Professor's room
Auditorium

2 Floor

4 classrooms

1 Floor

4 classrooms
Catering area

0 RDC high

Welcome Desk
Educational senior advisor (CPE)
Auditorium

-1 RDC lower

IT & Network Room
2 dedicated classrooms:
optics, dietetics, and biological programs
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One Campus,
7 dedicated schools
AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS is a campus of 7 specialized schools:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Animal,
Business,
Finance,
IT,
Legal,
Health,
Service.

From CAP to BAC +5 leading to French state diplomas certified titles
recognized by the French Education Authority or France
compétences.
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AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS
Facilities
• 2 Auditorium equipped with IT resources which
have a total of 120 seats.
• 17 classrooms from 22 et 36 seats
All classrooms furbished with latest generation digital boards.

Campus life

• 2 e-learning classrooms.

4 technical platforms
for dedicated
programs:
•

Application kitchen,

•

Optical application laboratory,

•

Application biological laboratory.
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AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS
Ressources
AKALIS Student ID Card

To gain access to most AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS facilities,
you must show your photo identification (ID) card.
AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS have facilities to take ID photos.
You receive your ID card during registration or orientation at
your school.
It is very important not to lose it, since this card is also your
entry badge to access the building, to use photocopier, and
many other services to come.
Replacement Cards : If you lose your ID card, you may obtain a
replacement card for a fee.
The Campus has several vending machines, available Floors 1 & 2,
for cold and hot drinks, candies, various snack and a dedicated
snack bar with prepared meals.

Campus life

At the checkout of the self-service machines. you can pay by
credit card or in coins.
We are committed to offering our students new solutions
available 24/7.
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AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS
Ressources
Safety and Fire prevention
The evacuation path is displayed on every floor of the buildings.
The buildings are monitored by the staff.
To call in case of emergency such as faintness, fire dial the 18
from your phone.

People with reduced mobility
The building’s architecture has been adapted to welcome people
with reduced mobility.
If it applies to you, when you arrive at the Campus, please
contact the CEP staff. They will be available to assist you, by
giving you access to all the elevators.

Campus life

Lost and found
Found property will be stored at the Campus Accueil. If you do
find anything, this is where you should leave it.

The Campus Accueil is situated on the ground floor.
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AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS
Ressources
Email and Internet Access
As a AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS student, you will be given a
student email address (@e-cdp.fr) to access the digital tools
used by the students, pedagogy and administration.
Make sure you check your emails regularly.

Campus life

A wireless connection is available on the Campus and
multifunction printers let you photocopy, print and scan
documents with a monthly free quota, this quota exceeded, it
will remain at your own charge.
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AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS
School Life Contribution

CVEC, Contribution Vie Étudiante et de Campus.

This is a payment the students make to the French
government to contribute to the Campus facilities and
services. This is an obligatory contribution except for
exchange students (article L 841-5 from the Code of the
Education).
The annual amount of this contribution is set at €92 for the
2021-22 intake, separate from payments made to our
Institution for tuition fees. More information on the payment
terms will be given upon arrival.

Campus life

https://cvec.etudiant.gouv.fr
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HOMESICKNESS
The decision to study at AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS brings
the opportunity to make new friends, to expand your
academic knowledge, and to change your existing view of the
world. But in common with any major transition, it also brings
challenges. Feeling homesick can be one of them, even if

you’ve already lived abroad.
It is one of the emotional states that can be a part of what is
known as culture shock.
Homesickness is a common experience for international
students- and for many French students who have left home
for the first time. It can affect people in different forms: e.g.
coming in waves, or slowly building up over time. Sometimes
it seems more like a physical illness, e.g., feeling tired, unwell,

Campus life

or lacking in energy. It can appear when you’re not expecting
it- for example, when things have gone well.
The trigger in this case can be having no one really close or
special with whom to share the experience.

If it doesn’t get any easier
If you continue to feel very upset and lonely, or nothing seems
to make a difference, consider talking things over in
confidence with one of the counsellors at International Desk.
For more information about how to request an appointment,
go to: internationaldesk@akalis.fr
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AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS
Culture
Being a student in Paris has its advantages,
thanks to your student card you will get for a
discounted price movie, plays, train tickets and
even on Apple’s computer equipment.

Always free
50 national museums and monuments are free all year round
for people under 26 from one of the 27 European Union
countries. For more information en.parisinfo.com
//free museums and monuments in Paris

• Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris
• Musée de la Vie Romantique
• Maison de Victor Hugo

Campus life

• Musée Carnavalet (Histoire de Paris)
• Musée Bourdelle (free admission to only a part of the
collections during exhibitions)
• Maison de Balzac (free admission to the collections, except
during temporary exhibition periods)

Free on the first Sunday of each month
. The Louvre
. Musée Picasso
. Musée Rodin
. Musée d’Orsay
. Musée des Arts et Métiers

Various Other Free Things to do in Paris
• Cathédrale Notre Dame de Paris
• Marché aux Puces de St-Ouen
. Cimetière du Père Lachaise
• Le Marais
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AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS
Culture
Le Kiosque Jeunes Canopée,
Open from Tuesday to Friday from 11am to 7pm
The staff of “Kiosque Jeunes” will welcome you
and help you find tips and offer you reduced
prices on theatre, concerts, exhibitions, shows,
sporting events in Paris.

Campus life

Students from 13 to 30, living in Paris or just
studying in Paris can benefit each day from two
invitations per person for 2 different shows or 4
reduced rate tickets per person on 4 different
shows.
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Rules, Exams and Courses
// The schedule
The schedule (“emploi du temps”, or “E.D.T” in French) will be available
upon arrival through the student portal.
Warning: the schedule may change so do not print it in advance. Every
week you must check it online about twice a week to get the most up-todate schedule. You will not have the same class the same day or at the
same time every week. Because attendance is compulsory, you should only
agree to part-time work at the weekend.

// Rules
. Attendance is mandatory for all courses and is monitored and recorded
by professors,

. The school allows up to 8 half days of absence per semester, you do not
have to justify them. However, do not consider them as “vacation days”:
you will need them in case of unplanned situations like illness,
transportation strikes, doctor or situations appointment, alarm clock issues
or traffic jams…
. If you miss more than 8 half-days, it will result in an official behavior
warning, possible disciplinary action and you can lose your right to
compensate the grades between the courses of the same module.
. If you arrive late to a class, it is possible that the professor will not accept
you so do your best to always be on time.

// Exams
The grading system is out of 20. You need a final
the course or to pass the module.

grade of 10/20 to pass

The time on the schedule is the time the exam starts! It is not the time
when you have to be present so make sure you arrive before the time
stated. No distance resit exam: please plan to stay until the end of the resit
exam period. You will not be able to take AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS resit
exams at your home University. If you cannot stay until the resit exams,
please check if your university is willing to organize their own resit exams.
The resit exam grade will not exceed 10/20. The regular exams take place
during the exam week, be prepared to have several exams per day.

21
21

Rules, Exams and Courses
IMPORTANT INFORMATION
The exam session is mandatory, you will not be able to take resit exams if
you have not taken the regular exams
. A few days before the start of exams, lists of students will be sent to your
AKALIS emails and published online.
. For each exam you should arrive before the stated time. The time given
on the schedule is the time at which the exam starts not the time that you
should arrive. If the exam is scheduled at 9:00 am and you arrive at 9:00
am, you will not be able to get into the room
. In the exam room, each table has a sticker with a student’s name and a
number.
. You will be given the exam paper, some colored scratch paper and an
answer sheet, on the corner of which you should put your name, fold it
over and stick it down (anonymous exam). If you need more paper, you
should use the insert sheets on which you will put the number written on
the table sticker. Never hand in the colored paper, it is draft paper!
Don’t answer questions on the subject sheet either unless the supervisor
tells you to do so.
. Depending on the exam, it is sometimes necessary to write on the exam
paper instead of the answer sheet (multiple choices for example). Make
sure to read the instructions carefully.
. No dictionary is allowed.
By enrolling as a AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS student, you accept and
agree to the conditions of the AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS.
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Housing Guide

RESSOURCES HUMAINES
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod

10
5
0
Lorem
ipsum

Lorem
ipsum

Lorem
ipsum

Lorem
ipsum

Lorem ipsum dolor
sit amet,
elit, sed do eiusmod
// Note: in the following paragraphs,
we
willconsectetur
provideadipiscing
you with
tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim

links to help you find accommodation.
Most
of these
veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation
ullamcowebsites
laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea
consequat.
Duis aute irure
dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit
are entirely in French, and so commodo
will your
application
be.
esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. proident, sunt in culpa qui officia
We encourage you to use google
translate, to translate your web
deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.
page if your browser allows it, or to get help from a French-speaking
friend or relative if you need it.
//Disclaimer:
T his housing guide is for information only and AKALIS – COLLEGE DE
PARIS cannot be held responsible in any situation caused by a third
party.
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AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS
Rent Prices in Paris

Paris is an expensive city, and the rent prices are generally
quite high, it is quite rare to find anything below €850 per
month in Paris, where most prices are around €1050.
If distance and taking public transportation every day to go on
campus is not an issue for you, you can find more affordable
housing just outside of Paris, in neighboring cities.

Student residences
Student residences are a safe, easy to find type of
accommodation. There are several ones located close to
campus, such as Les Estudines or Cardinal.

Housing Guide

They provide furnished rooms or studios with bathrooms and
kitchens, and some residences offer the possibility to share a
room or flat if that’s what you want.
When you move into a student residence, make sure to do a
room check with the residence staff before and after your stay
to make sure you get your deposit back.
There are several residences near our campus, here are links to
their websites:
. Campusea:

www.campusea.fr/fr

. Nexity Studea:

www.nexity-studea.com

. Estudines:

www.estudines.com

Closest student residences to the Campus
The Neuilly Roule student residence, located at 41-43
avenue du Roule, has 67 studios from 19 to 32 m² fully
furnished, wired and accessible to the disabled.
A collective laundry is available as well as a bicycle room.
A referent from the managing association is present on
site during the day.
For more information:
https://www.neuillysurseine.fr/residence-etudianteneuilly-roule
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AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS
Important information
Because of its many advantages and low rent prices, the
number of available accommodations offered by the
CROUS does not meet all the demand. Therefore, relying
solely on the CROUS to find accommodation wouldn’t be
realistic and you might end up without confirmed
housing in the end. If you decide to apply for the CROUS
housing, always apply to other options as well.

Housing Guide

How to apply
International students may apply for CROUS housing
starting July 9th. To apply, go on the following website:
https://trouverunlogement.lescrous.fr, look for the
section “Mon Logement Crous” and click on “Rechercher
un logement”.
This will bring you to a page with different housing
options. You can search for housing by city/location/ and
housing type (private, couple, shared). Prices vary on the
housing type. For shared housing, please keep in mind
that you are responsible for finding your flatmate, not the
CROUS.
In order to save offers for later, or to apply for an
accommodation, you must create your personal profile.
For that, click on the red “identification” number at the
top right corner of the page. This will bering you to the
the Government Student Services official page
(MesServices).

CROUS student residences
If you already have an account (for example, if you are a
fee-paying student and you have already paid your CVEC
student contribution, you already have an account), log
in. If not, click on the very last link “si vous ne disposez
pas d’un compte sur MesServices, merci de le créer avec
le formulaire d’inscription”. This will allow you to log in to
the CROUS platform and save/apply for offers.
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AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS
Other options offered by the CROUS
The CROUS also offers housing platforms to maximize
your chances: www.lokaviz.fr where students can safely
look for private housing from private landlords.

www.bedandcrous.com housing for short stay periods

under a month. This can be useful if you haven’t found
permanent housing before arriving in France: you can
book a room for a few days or weeks while you keep
looking for permanent accommodation. Just like for long
term CROUS housing, please keep in mind that it may be
difficult to find available accommodation on Bed and
CROUS.

Housing Guide

Cité Internationale Universitaire de Paris Master level
students only
The Cité Internationale Universitaire de Paris offers 40
different residences for which master level students can
apply. Because it specifically welcomes students from all
over the world, the Cité Internationale is a true melting
pot of cultures, which can be great to live in.
For information on what it is like to live at the Cité
Internationale,
you
can
visit
this
page:

www.ciup.fr/en/living/the-residences-2-28326

For information on the criteria and application procedure,
you can visit this page:

www.ciup.fr/en/houses/applying-for-housing
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AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS
Private flats and studios
Although many residences offer studio and apartment-size
housing, there are also many options with private landlords
if that is what you prefer. There are many websites on which
you can find private housing such as:
. SeLoger:

www.seloger.com

. Acheter-louer:

www.acheter-louer.fr

. À Vendre À Louer:

www.avendrealouer.fr

. Le Bon Coin (Craigslist like)
www.leboncoin.fr/locations/offres/ile_de_france/paris

Housing Guide

. Glamour Apartments: www.glamourapartments.com
. Pap:

www.pap.fr

. Paris Attitude:

www.parisattitude.com

. Erasmus in Paris:

www.tobeerasmusinparis.com

Please remember to always sign an official lease/housing
contract when renting apartments from private landlords!

Here are a few websites on which you can find rooms in
shared apartments:
. À Partager:

www.appartager.com

. La Carte des Colocs:

www.lacartedescolocs.fr

.Immojeune:

www.immojeune.com/en/

. iRoommates :

www.iroommates.com/

. RoomLaLa:

https://en-fr.roomlala.com/rent/FR

Source: https://www.estudines.com
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AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS
Renting rooms in families
In this option, you will have your own private room within a
family’s house and share the rest of the house with them
(unless they are renting a private studio within their own
house). This can be a more affordable option and a great
experience to be completely immersed in the French
culture.
There are several websites on which you can look for
accommodation within family homes:

. Alliance Française:

www.alliancefr.org/en

. Atome Paris:

www.atomeparis.com/en

. Séjours France Famille: www.sejoursfrancefamille.com

Housing Guide

. Host Families in Paris: http://hostfamiliesinparis.org/en/

Temporary housing
If you do not manage to find a long-term accommodation in
Paris before you arrive, an alternative is to book a temporary
housing option for your arrival and continue searching for
permanent housing once you are in Paris, because it is often
easier to be in the city to look for apartments. You can book
a room or apartment on Airbnb, in a hotel or even a youth
hostel for a few days or weeks and move into your
accommodation once you find it.
Here are a few links for temporary housing:
. Air Bnb:

www.airbnb.fr

. Booking:

www.booking.com

. MIJE:

www.mije.com/en

. HostelWorld:

www.hostelworld.com

. Bed and Crous:

www.bedandcrous.com

. Village hostel:

www.villagehostel.fr
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AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS
Guarantors
Many residences and landlords require a guarantor in order
for you to move in. Sometimes, they accept guarantors that
live abroad, such as your parents for example. You may have
to provide a proof of their income to your residence or
landlord for them to accept that. However, for non-EU
students, many landlords do not accept guarantors abroad.
Please ask your residence or landlord if they can accept a
non-EU guarantor abroad. If you do not have a guarantor,
some residences accept a larger deposit instead.

Housing Guide

If you really need a guarantor and or if your guarantor is not
accepted by your landlord/residence, you can apply for a
virtual guarantor on the Visale website or on the Studapart
website through their virtual guarantor option. Please make
sure your residence/landlord if they accept virtual guarantor
options.

. Visale :

www.visale.fr

. Garantme :

https://garantme.fr

Insurance
Getting a household insurance is mandatory. It covers
damage that your home may suffer (theft, water and fire
damage) as well as third-party liability. Contact an insurance
company to obtain coverage as soon as you know the day
you will be moving in. Often, you can get a household
insurance from your bank, so if you open a bank account in
France make sure to ask them about it. You will almost
always be asked to provide proof of insurance when you
sign the lease.
Here are some insurance websites you can take a look at:
•

Homebrella:

www.homebrella.fr/en

•

MAE:

www.mae.fr/contrats/

•

MAAF:

www.maaf.fr/fr/

•

Direct Assurance:

www.direct-assurance.fr
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Housing Benefits - the CAF
Students who are renting an apartment, room or furnished
house may be eligible for Housing Benefit through the CAF.
The CAF is a national program which allocates different
forms of financial aid depending on each individual’s
situation, type of visa and type of accommodation. If you
are staying in Paris more than 3 months and are paying rent,
you may be eligible for the CAF. In order to obtain it, you
must fill an application on the CAF website.
For students interested in applying for the CAF Housing
Benefits, we organize application workshops at the start of
each semester, in which we guide you step by step to apply.

. CAF: www.caf.fr

Housing Guide

Information available in English, Spanish and Chinese in the
pdf files at the very bottom of the page:
When you have found housing arrival and departure

Deposit:

When you sign the rental lease, the renter might
ask for a deposit. A deposit is usually the equivalent of a
month’s rent. The deposit is to ensure that you will keep the
place clean until you leave and won’t cause any damage
property. This deposit will be returned to you at the end of
your lease. Make sure to keep any important documents
proving that you have paid your deposit safely.

Room check:

“État des lieux” in French - the room
check done is upon arrival and upon departure. Upon arrival,
the residence manager (or the landlord if you rent a private
apartment) and the renter check the apartment. The check
list is used to indicate the possible existing damage or
dirtiness on the walls, floor, bathroom, kitchen etc. before
you settle into the apartment.

Electricity:

Arrival: if the residence does not do it for you
or if it is not included in your rent, you may have to open an
electricity account upon arrival. Ask the residence or
landlord for the former renter’s name with the numbers
from the electric meter (in French compteur électrique).
Prepare your French bank details to provide them to your
electricity provider.
Call the EDF English-speaking number: +33 9 69 36 63 83 or
check the webpage: www.edf.fr/en/meta-home
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Departure: if the residence does not do it for you, you
should close your electricity account before you leave. The
day you leave the apartment: read the numbers on your
electrical meter (“heures creuses - heures pleines”). Call EDF
with your client reference number (you can find it on your
invoice): Tell them:
. the date you wish to close the account: when you wish to
leave the apartment

. the numbers from the electric meter (in French compteur
électrique)
. your permanent address abroad for them to send you the
last invoice

Housing Guide

Internet: In most residences, Internet access is usually

included, and you can connect your devices to the internet
via the phone line. Ask the residence for more information
on how to connect to their internet. If you are in a private
apartment, there are several internet providers you can
choose from.
The best offers should be from the provider Free, but do not
hesitate to contact the International Desk to see if they have
other recommendations for you. Ask the landlord if your
phone line is “active”.
If it is not, you should know the former renter’s name and
you will have to pay a fee from €20 to €60 depending on
the provider to activate the line.
Go to any operator shop and ask for a “contrat sans
engagement” (non-binding contract that you can resiliate
from at any time).
The offer will be about €10/month and it will take about 810 days to be active. Any month started will be due in full.
Do not forget to stop the contract before leaving.

Departure and leaving notice: The residences ask for a

notice of 1 to 3 months of leave. This also depends on your
rental lease so please make sure to carefully check your
housing contract. The legal date considered is when the
residence or landlord receives your notice, not when you
send it. In all cases, you have to send a letter with recorded
delivery (“letter recommandée”). It is not enough to just tell
the residence or landlord about it.
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This will be helpful to prove you have sent the letter in case
the landlord does not receive it. Don’t forget to tell the
Housing Benefit Association (CAF) that you are leaving, in
order to stop perceiving the housing aid.
If you do not notify them, you will have to pay back the
extra money they have transferred on to your account after
your left.
For more information on the CAF, see the Housing Benefit
section of the guide. Any incomplete month will not be paid
by CAF.

Housing Guide

Disclaimer: this housing guide is for information only and
AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS cannot be held responsible in
any situation caused by a third party.
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Healthcare
The National Health Service or the “Sécurité Sociale” in
French manages the transfer of funds throughout the
system between patients and health care providers and is
often subcontracted to complementary health insurance
funds known as Mutuelles.
The French health care system is recognized as one of the
best services of public health care in the world. It is a
system that provides universal coverage to all citizens.

For Non-EEA International Students
·

Before your arrival in France, you must subscribe to a
private health insurance to cover your health expenses for
the 3 first months
· Upon arrival in France, you will register to your local CPAM
(Health Insurance Agency) to subscribe to the French
general social security scheme.
· You won’t have to pay any social security contribution.

Healthcare

· More information on how to register will be provided upon
arrival.

For international
countries

students

from

EEA

·

Before your arrival in France, you must hold the European
health insurance card.
· You won’t have to pay any social security contribution.
· You will still be affiliated to the Health Insurance Agency of
your place of residence and will have to send them your
medical forms.
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Healthcare
Complementary health insurance cover
All students remain free to subscribe to a complementary
insurance of your choice to benefit from an additional or full
reimbursement of your health expenses (recommended).
For that, you have the choice between:
SMEREP

(Société Mutualiste des Etudiants de la Région
Parisienne),

LMDE

(La Mutuelle des Etudiants).

Healthcare

Don’t forget to register for insurance: accidents
may happen, and treatments are very expensive
if you are not covered.
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Orientation Days

Orientation Days are mandatory for all students and
week before semester starts.
Their aim is to help the students to cope with
formalities such as housing benefit, French social
procedure...
During the Orientation Days, international students
activities are organized by the International Desk.

usually take place during the
most of the administrative
security, Immigration Office
will take various events and
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Opening a French Bank Account

You may need to open a French bank account as soon as you arrive in France to be
able to apply for housing benefits and pay electricity and phone bills.
Many banks are located close to the Campus, so you have a variety to choose from
several have good student offers.
To close your bank account after departure, make sure to ask your bank how to do
this (Note: it is better to leave it open for a while after you have left for housing
benefits and electricity).
Warning: we recommend that you always have money in your account! If EDF
Electricity Company or your phone company debits your account without money
you may be charged a fee by the bank.
We recommend you not to carry a lot of cash on you. Getting your debit card
might take a little while; in the meantime, please check with your bank in your
home country if your credit card works in France or book a “forex card”’ or a
prepaid card.
As of now, it is not possible to take out an international student loan in a French
bank for degree-seeking students.
However, as a part of a funding agreement, some banks such as Caisse d’Epargne
grant the possibility to take out student loans to Master students from the
Erasmus+ Programme.
The amount of the loans can go up to €12,000 for one year to €18,000 for two
years. The interest rate is subject to change.
See the requested documents to open a bank account in the international student
checklist.

Telephone

You can purchase mobile phone cards or subscribe to different contracts. 4 mains'
operators have shops close to the Campus.
You can subscribe directly on their website once you have opened your bank
account.
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Doctors

You will find doctors close to the Campus in Neuilly-sur-Seine. The cost of a
medical examination is €25 with a doctor that charges the legal “national fee”.
You can also find a doctor / specialist doctor who speaks English close to your
house and book an appointment on the website: www.doctolib.fr
When the doctor speaks English or another language, it is indicated on the
doctor’s page (Unfortunately, the website is still in French, we recommend you
translate it with your browser).

Safety in Paris

What to do when you find yourself in a risky situation
Paris is a big city, and just like in every major metropolis, you can sometimes be
confronted with safety risks. One of the most common risks is theft and
pickpockets, who operate a lot in crowded areas and public transportation.
If you lose or get your wallet/ID/passport/visa stolen, there are some important
steps to follow:
. Immediately contact the police (dial 17 on the phone or go to your nearest police
station) and declare the theft or loss. They will give you a certificate of your
declaration, make sure to always keep it on you
. If you have a student visa/passport that has been lost or stolen, you should also
contact your local Embassy immediately as well as your local prefecture so they
can issue a new Titre de Séjour/Visa.
. Do NOT leave the country without your ID or your visa (if you have a student
visa).
. Contact the International Desk and let them know if you require any assistance
with all these steps.
Hospitals near campus

Emergency Numbers
Ambulances:
Police:
Fire Brigade:
SOS Doctors:
Treatment center for
• poisoning cases:
• burns:

15
17
18
+ 33 1 47 07 77 77
+33 1 40 37 04 04
+33 1 42 34 17 58

+33 1 46 41 25 25

+33 1 46 39 22 00
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Safety in Paris

What to do when you find yourself in a risky situation
If you find yourself in a dangerous situation, please call immediately one of the
emergency numbers mentioned above.

A useful tip is to save these numbers into your phone, that way you can contact
them easily even if you don’t remember the number.
If you have been physically, emotionally, or sexually assaulted, please do not
hesitate to contact the police in order to get help, even if you do not speak
French.
You can also contact one of these organizations to help you deal with the
consequences of the assault:
•
https://parcours-victimes.fr
•
www.fondsdegarantie.fr
•
www.service-public.fr/particuliers/vosdroits

Governmental safety measures in France
For the last few years, France has increased its security all over the territory to
maximize the citizens’ protections against acts of violence, especially terrorism.
Although the occurrences are very rare, it is good to keep in mind that some
safety measures have been implemented all over the country. These measures
include things such as:
. Extra security at the entrance of public buildings: you may be asked to show
your bag when entering a museum, monument, or even school (such as the
AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS campus)
. Increased presence of authorities in various spots in Paris and other big cities
with large crowds
. Increased presence of authorities during events such as concert and protests
. Signs with the words “Vigipirate” on them: these are here to remind us to stay
aware of our surroundings and to comply with security measures

38
38

Transportation Card
You will find all information on the following webpage: www.ratp.fr/en
>
www.ratp.fr/en/titres-et-tarifs
>
imagine-r-student-travel-pass
You can also go to any station and buy your pass at the information booth per
day.
To come to the campus AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS, take metro line 1 and get
off at Pont de Neuilly station, Rue de l'Eglise exit.

RESSOURCES HUMAINES
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod
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The "Navigo card" is a system economic
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card with
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ut labore
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commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit
esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. proident, sunt in culpa qui officia
deserunt"R"
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estreserved
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for students under 26.

The
It’s a ticket valid for one year which allows you to
move freely in the selected areas but also throughout
the Island-de-France on Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays. Its price is very interesting if you stay a year
whole in Paris. You can do the request for this card in
all metro ticket offices.

Use this QR code to find
AKALIS –COLLEGE DE PARIS
Campus
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Accessing Neuilly-sur-Seine
From the Roissy Charles-de Gaulle airport (3 options)
•

Air France Bus + bus or metro (best option for fare/time)

Take Air France Bus for Porte Maillot / www.lebusdirect.com/en (stay on until
Etoile if you go to downtown Paris). At Porte Maillot: take metro line 1 to the
last stop: Pont de Neuilly station Use exit Rue de l’Eglise.

•

RER Train

Take RER B towards Antony, stop at Châtelet Station and
take the RER A towards St Germain en Laye Stop at La Défense Grande Arche,
then take metro line 1 to the last stop Pont de Neuilly station exit Rue de
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod
l’Eglise.

RESSOURCES HUMAINES

•

Taxis

10

The cost is around €50 to downtown
Paris and slightly more to Neuilly- sur5
Seine area (can be more during rush hours). Address of the Campus AKALIS COLLEGE DE PARIS 171, Avenue Charles
de Gaulle 92200 Neuilly-sur-Seine.
0

Lorem
ipsum

Lorem
ipsum

Lorem
ipsum

Lorem
ipsum

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod
tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea
commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit
esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. proident, sunt in culpa qui officia
deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.
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Accessing Neuilly-sur-Seine
From the From Orly airport (3 options)
•

Air France Bus + bus or metro (best option for fare/time)

Take Air France Bus for Porte Maillot / www.lebusdirect.com/en. Take Air
France Bus for Charles de Gaulle Etoile
Take metro line 1 and stop: Pont de Neuilly station exit Rue de l’Eglise

•

RER Train / www.ratp.fr/en/horaires

Take OrlyVal Shuttle then train RER B towards Anthony, stop at Châtelet
Station and take the RER A towards West. Stop at La Défense Grande
Arche, then take metro line 1 and
stop:
Pont
de consectetur
Neuilly adipiscing
station
de
Lorem
ipsum dolor
sit amet,
elit,exit
sed doRue
eiusmod
l’Eglise

RESSOURCES HUMAINES

•

Taxis

10
5

The cost is around €45 to Paris downtown and slightly more to Neuilly-surSeine area (can be more during rush hours). Address of the Campus AKALIS
0
-COLLEGE DE PARIS 171, Avenue Charles de Gaulle 92200 Neuilly-surLorem Lorem Lorem Lorem
Seine.

ipsum

ipsum

ipsum

ipsum

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod
tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea
commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit
esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. proident, sunt in culpa qui officia
deserunt mollit anim id est laborum.
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How to travel in France
Useful informations
By Air
www.adp.fr
+33 1.49.75.15.15
+33 1.48.62.22.80

Aéroports de Paris - all flights to Paris
Aéroport d’Orly
Aéroport Roissy Charles-de-Gaulle

Buses in Europe

Oui Bus

www.eurolines.fr
www.flixbus.co.uk
RESSOURCES HUMAINES
www.isilines.fr
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod
https://fr.ouibus.com

By Train

10

Eurolines - main European cities
Flixbus
Isilines

Railway stations in Paris:

Gare du Nord:

www.oui.sncf

5
0

Gare de l’Est:
Gare Saint-Lazare:

Lorem
ipsum

Northern France, Germany, the
Scandinavian countries,
Belgium, the Netherlands,
Lorem Lorem Lorem
Great Britain.

ipsum

ipsum

ipsum

Eastern France, Luxembourg,
Austria,
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,Germany,
consectetur adipiscing
elit, sed Switzerland,
do eiusmod
tempor incididunt ut laboreEastern
et dolore magna
aliqua.
Ut
enim
ad minim
Europe.
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea
commodo consequat. Duis Normandy,
aute irure dolor in reprehenderit
in voluptate velit
maritime
esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. proident, sunt in culpa qui officia
deserunt mollit anim id est connections
laborum.

Gare Montparnasse:
Gare d ’Austerlitz:

Brittany, Aquitaine

Gare de Lyon:

South-eastern France,
Switzerland, Italy

South-western France, Spain,
Portugal

By car: The speed limit is 30/50 km/h in town, 80 km/h on the
ring roads, 80/90 km/h on the main roads and 130 km/h on
the motorways. Carpooling service www.blablacar.fr
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NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
There are 11 official public holidays in France.

Living in France

Contrary to most countries, these holidays do not shift
when they fall during a week-end which means that there
are around 7-10 holidays per year.
. January 1st

New Year’s Day (Nouvel An)

. April 18th , 2022,

Easter Monday (Lundi de Pâques)

. May 1st

Labour Day (Fête du Travail)

. May 8th

Victory in Europe Day (Fête de la
Victoire)

. May 26th , 2022

Ascension Day (Ascension)

. June 6th , 2022

Whit Monday (Lundi de Pentecôte)

. July 14th

Bastille Day (Fête nationale)

. August 15th

Assumption of Mary to Heaven
(L’Assomption de Marie)

. November 1st

All Saint’s Day (La Toussaint)

. November 11th

Armistice Day (Armistice de 1918)

. December 25th

Christmas Day (Noël)

School Holidays
Check the updated calendar every year online.

Toussaint Vacation / Christmas / Winter Vacation / Spring
Vacation / Summer Vacation
Closed for maintenance
The campus is closed for two weeks during the summer and
winter holidays, as well as on certain weekends in
exceptional cases.
There are a few things to keep in mind in Paris. Sometimes,
there are protests or strikes which may disturb the public
transportation system. It is good to stay up to date with the
latest information, and for this, we recommend that you
regularly check the following websites:
. https://www.ratp.fr/en
. https://ressources.data.sncf.com/pages/accueil
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Pre-arrival checklist
Health

Finance

If you receive on-going medical treatment and / or medication, obtain
a letter from the doctor in your home country (in French) with the
details as it may be useful for your new doctor. Check whether you
can take your medication on your flight and through customs.
Consider how much money to bring to France (and whether your
home country restricts the amount of cash that can be taken out of
the country) and / or whether to use Travelers Cheques. You should
request money in €5, €10, €20 and €50. Notes as €50 may not be
accepted for smaller payments.
Ensure you have sufficient money in cash / credit card to cover your
expenses until you have opened a bank account.
Establish whether your current bankcard, if applicable, can be used in
France and whether your bank can provide any advice about
transferring money to France

Transportation
Plan your onward journey to AKALIS – COLLEGE DE PARIS Campus.
Consider baggage restrictions on your flight.
Check any restrictions on goods that can be brought into France.
Consider travel insurance.
Check current requirements for entering France.

Living in France
Consider whether you need an adaptor for any electrical equipment
you intend on bringing to France.
Consider the FR Climate: www.meteofrance.fr
Bring passport photos – you’ll need them for various things in the first
weeks.
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Pre-arrival checklist
Immigration

Check the details of your entry vignette and decision letter, or digital
visa status if you are an EEA or Swiss student.
Ensure you enter France within the validity of your student
immigration permission.
Collect your PCR promptly after arrival in the UK if applicable (and
following any period of quarantine as required).
Register with the police if required.

Over documents relating to your studies in France:
Related to studies
• Certificate of registration in your establishment,
• Language level certificate (s) (French, English, etc.),
• Previous diplomas (translation and certified copy).
Related to your trip
• Your train or plane tickets,
• Your route from the airport.
Related to your installation
• Your printed accommodation reservation,
• The documents required for entry into the accommodation,
• The list and contact details of your contacts in France.
Feel free to scan or take photos of your documents and email them to yourself or
save them to a cloud. You will always have easy access to it.
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Other Sources of Information
Campus France Website
https://www.campusfrance.org/en

France diplomatie
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/

Living in France

The latest version of this guide is available on the
International Students section of the AKALIS – COLLEGE DE
PARIS website.
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of
information in this guide at the time of going to print.
However, this information is subject to change and AKALIS –
COLLEGE DE PARIS accepts no responsibility for any errors
or omissions.
Students are advised to refer to the various web-links
provided throughout the guide for the most up-to-date
information.
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